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Several of this year’s walks mark the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Cleveland Way National 
Trail by using or crossing stretches of that route. The pace of the walks is leisurely, with regular stops 
to admire the view (especially when going uphill!) and to hear about the heritage around us. The 
values given for Distance, Ascent and Duration are estimates only. The duration is based on two 
miles per hour walking speed, adjusted to be slower when ascending, plus 30 minutes for a lunch 
stop on the longer walks, and an allowance for the heritage stops. 
 
A charge of £2 per person will be made on each walk to offset the costs of Insurance. Please wear 
appropriate footwear and have clothing suitable for the likely weather conditions on that day. On 
the longer walks, it is suggested that you bring food and drink as we usually stop between midday 
and 1:00pm for a lunch break. 
 
Further details can be had from: skeltonhistorygroup@gmail.com or by contacting Peter Appleton 
(Tel: 01287 281752) 
 
Tuesday 19th March – (04) Skelton In View 
Distance: 1½ miles; Ascent 200ft; Duration: 1½-2 hours 
Meet at 10:30am at Skelton Methodist Community Church, Castle Grange, Skelton Green. This walk 
uses country lanes and part of the Cleveland Way to take a broad overview of the wealth and variety 
of heritage that can be seen in and around Skelton. 
 
Wednesday 17th April – (30) Saltburn Woods 
Distance: 2½ miles; Ascent 420ft; Duration: 2½-3 hours 
Meet at 10:30am in the Cat Nab car park. This walk takes us up through the wooded valley to the 
railway viaduct. The heritage includes the long-gone, but much loved, Halfpenny Bridge and the 
remains of Marske Mill. The woods will be full of birdsong and wild flowers. 
 
Thursday 9th May – (20) Falling Foss & Littlebeck 
Distance: 2½ miles; Ascent 620ft; Duration: 2½-3 hours 
We meet at 10:30am at the Falling Foss car park near Midge Hall tea rooms. This short walk takes us 
down through the valley to the village of Littlebeck, where we turn about and retrace our steps. 
Unfortunately, the topography means that the route is downhill out and uphill back. If you need 
something to keep you going on the return leg, just keep those cream cakes at Midge Hall Tea 
Rooms in mind! This is a pleasant walk even without any heritage input, but this valley holds a 
hidden secret: it was the site of an alum works. 
 
Friday 21st June – (21) Ravenscar 
Distance: 4 miles; Ascent 620ft; Duration: 4-4½ hours 
This walk starts at the National Trust information centre at Ravenscar, where we meet at 10:30am. 
Cars can be parked along the roadside in Ravenscar. This all-day walk takes us northwards along the 
old railway track, passing a brick-works and some quarries associated with two alum works (Peak 
and Stow Brow). We will have a stop for a picnic lunch near Stow Brow quarries. After lunch we walk 
down the road to the Cleveland Way footpath and follow that back to Ravenscar, calling at the 
remains of the alum house at Peak. Our final port of call will be the tea rooms at Ravenscar, for some 
well-earned refreshment. 
 
Saturday 27th July – (19) Boulby from above 
Distance: 4 miles; Ascent 720ft; Duration: 4-4½ hours 
We meet at 10:30am in Boulby lane (NZ 760187), where there is ample roadside space to park cars. 
We will head over to the Cleveland Way coastal footpath and then turn left and walk along it 
towards Loftus. After a couple of miles, we then leave it and take field paths across to the Street 
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Houses road and follow this back to our cars. The walk will take about 3-3½ hours. Along the way will 
pass sites relating to the alum industry, ironstone mining and WW1 air-raid warnings. There are no 
facilities of any kind on this walk. 
 
Sunday 18th August – (12) Guisborough alum works 
Distance: 4 miles; Ascent 690ft; Duration: 4-4½ hours 
Meet at 10:30am in the Fountain Street car park. This walk begins with a long, uphill stretch to get to 
the quarries that once formed part of Belman Bank alum works. Recent tree felling has made the 
extent of these quarries clearly visible. We will then walk through the wood to Cass Rock quarry, 
where further evidence of alum working can be seen. Our return route (downhill all the way!) will be 
via Butt Lane. 
 
Monday 9th September – (11) Skelton Park and Shaft mines 
Distance: 4½ miles; Ascent 500ft; Duration: 4½-5 hours 
Meet at 10:30am at Skelton Methodist Community Church, Castle Grange, Skelton Green. Today, we 
will be walking from Skelton Green along a permissive footpath that would have been used by the 
ironstone miners to get to and from their place of work. 
 
Tuesday 15th October – (10) Biggles and the Zeppelins 
Distance: 3 miles; Ascent 65ft; Duration: about 2-2½ hours 
Meet at 10:30am in the Stray car park near Green Lane, Redcar (NZ 624 237). This easy-paced walk 
takes place on mostly level ground. There are two ladder styles to negotiate to cross the rail line. The 
heritage interest includes: the 1913 summer camp of the Northumberland & Durham Brigade of the 
Territorial Force, the WW1 RFC/RAF airfield, and the Sound Mirror for detecting incoming Zeppelins. 
 
Wednesday 20th November – (01) Skelton - 900 years of history 
Distance: 1½ miles; Ascent 120ft; Duration: 2-2½ hours 
Meet at 10:30am outside the Wharton Arms on the High Street. This walk will be based around the 
Mosaic Trail which runs through the village. The walk’s full title is “900 years of history in 900 yards” 
 


